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I ) Crisis, Temporality and History 
´ ICOM (International Council of Museums)

´ 83% of the respondents expect their budget to largely decrease, 30% 
expect a reduction in staff, 13% fear their museum will close. 

´ Changing perception of time

´ “We are living in extraordinary times. Every South Australian is experiencing 
a truly global, history-making event, with both shared and unique 
perspectives. The History Trust of South Australia aims to document and 
collect objects that are connected to the experiences of people in our 
state during the pandemic—preserving the present for the future.”

History Trust of South Australia (May 2020)



« Rupture » (France, 
School Children)
´ A rupture is an event or a moment which 

marks in a subjective and lasting way, to 
different degrees, the contemporaries 
and constitutes an important element of 
their memory, in particular by modifying 
the lifestyles.



´ International Council on Archives (April 2020)
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´ Herodotus: the Greco-Persian Wars that he called “The Histories.”

´ In France, History Committee of the Second World War 

´ Lucien Fevre launched a major reflexion that would lead to the creation of 
the School of the Annales in 1929

´ Michel-Rolph Trouillot “Silencing the past” 



II ) COVID19 
and Digital 
Memories

Pierre Nora « Les Lieux de 
Mémoire » (1984-1992)



COVID 19 and Rapid Response Collecting

´ the Mass Observation 
Project.

´ In 1937, a group of British 
scholars and historians 
began asking people to 
write diaries to observe their 
own lives and the world 
around them

´ Littletown, Colorado, in 1999, 
in Columbine High School 
(Left)
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Digital Communication 
and Public Space

´ the virus is forcing us to reinvent the 
public space. 

´ a major boost in digital communication

´ the September 11 Digital Archives. 





Digital Memories of the 
COVID19



Project 
Leaders



Mission



“Join us in documenting our 
uncertain moment. (…) We invite 
you to share your stories about 
how the pandemic has affected 
our lives, from the mundane to the 
extraordinary, including the ways 
things haven't changed at all. (…) 
Imagine, as we are, what future 
historian might need to write about 
and understand this historical 
moment.”



What is 
collected?



Yes We Care (University 
of Luxembourg)



Being as much 
representative 
and inclusive as 
possible



´ “The pandemic will be over one day. How we will be remembering and 
discussing the “corona crisis” after that day depends entirely on what will 
be left of it. The coronarchive aims to conserve the entire spectrum of 
experiences and situations in all its complexity. Sharing is caring—become 
a part of history! “
´ Coronarchiv



-It “can include anything that is available in a digital or 
digitizable format: texts (journals, letters, emails, poems, 
newspaper and magazine articles, shopping lists, reports, 
signs, warnings, regulations), photographs, drawings, 
illustrations, videos, chats, social media posts, voice 
messages, songs, lectures and anything else that is 
relevant.”



´ West Java Bandung Institute of Technology in Indonesia 
´ The French National Library has been archiving web activities – websites 

but also Tweets, pictures… - connected to the coronavirus since January.
´ PixStori



Collecting 
Everyday Life





Rethingking 
Official/Private 
Memories



´ -the US Coast Guard Library: “CGA Library Special Collections will 
archive official emails, Superintendent's Instructions and Notices, but 
we would like to hear from you.”

´ -The National Archives of Australia also captures interaction 
between government and general public



Global public history?





History, 
Memory, and 
Public History 
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´ -In Australia, one historian of the covidstreetarchive explains that 

´ “The idea behind the #covidstreetarchive comes out of having 
been a historian who has studied the 1918-19 influenza pandemic 
and being aware that there are huge gaps in how we understand 
what it was like living through that period” 

´ “our understanding of domestic life and the impact of the 1918 flu 
on businesses is particularly limited” and he hopes that “starting 
Covid-19 archiving efforts now will help minimise similar gaps for 
future historians.”



´ Tennessee Tech University Archives prepared list of questions and topics tht
people can use to upload their testimonies.

´ How has your daily life changed or stayed the same? This can include such 
areas as home life, social life, work, school, hobbies, travel, or shopping. 

´ Where are you living now? What is it like living there during the pandemic? 

´ For students, parents, and teachers: how did you handle the transition to 
online and alternative delivery of classes? 



Empower people

“Our whole goal is to empower 
people who aren’t necessarily 

professional historians to 
identify stories that should be in 
their public library’s local history 
collections” (Queens Memory 

project)

-Carolyn Fraser (State Library of 
Victoria, Australia)“A citizen 

collector really needs to be an 
anthropologist for the future 

and to think about the kinds of 
things that we take for granted 
that someone in the future may 

find absolutely fascinating,” 


